ENGLISHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Serving Barrow, Englishcombe, Haycombe, Inglesbatch, Kilkenny & Nailwell.
www.englishcombe-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parishioners of Englishcombe Parish held on
Wednesday 7'" May 2025 at 6:45pm at The Tithe Barn, Englishcombe.

Chairman of Meeting: ClIr Will Pow
Clerk to the Meeting: Jack Turner — Locum Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.

The Annual Assembly minutes have been redacted as part of the General Data Protection
Regulations and therefore, all parishioners names have been redacted. These minutes are
not a verbatim account of what was discussed.

1. Welcome and Introductions (with nibbles!)
The meeting Chairman, Clir Will Pow, opened the meeting welcoming all
parishioners to the Annual Assembly. Cllr W Pow noted that the meeting was being
held before the Annual Parish Council meeting, which was a statutory requirement,
and therefore, if there was not sufficient time for all questions then additional
Parish assemblies can be organised and facilitated.

Prior to opening the meeting up to the Parish, Clir Will Pow wanted to address the
meeting with a statement, which can be read in full below.

“On behalf of the Parish Council and indeed our residents, | would like to thank
you all for attending the Annual Parish Assembly of Englishcombe. These events
are always well attended and are a great opportunity for you to ask questions of
the Parish Council as well as to suggest ways you want to see betterment within
the Parish and how we may be able to assist with this.

As you will note from the agenda, this meeting will need to be concluded by
7:30pm to allow for the Annual Statutory Meeting of Englishcombe Parish Council
to be held. In hindsight, we should have held this meeting of the Parish Council on
another night, and this is something we would look to do in the future. | can
assure you that if we need to, we will hold subsequent Parish assemblies to allow
for free-flowing conversation between the whole Parish.

With regards to the agenda, we plan to keep things quite relaxed and informal.
Please do help yourself to nibbles and drinks as the meeting progresses. At the
close of the meeting, anyone who wishes to stay for the Annual Parish Council
meeting can do so but please note that you will only be able to participate at the
start of the meeting, as per the Parish Council’s rules.

Before, we commence the meeting, | wanted to address the issue surrounding the
Old Schoolhouse building. The Parish Council, me included, were very sad to hear
of the plans to not renew the lease however due to this being a private matter
between the Duchy of Cornwall and an individual, it would not be right or proper
for any of us to pass comment on that agreement.

Notwithstanding that, we feel that is apt that you as Parishioners are made aware
that this decision was taken by The Duchy of Cornwall and not the Parish Council.
The Parish Council were informed once the discussions had taken place and will
now seek to work with the Duchy on creating a community space for the Parish.


http://www.englishcombe-pc.gov.uk/

ENGLISHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Serving Barrow, Englishcombe, Haycombe, Inglesbatch, Kilkenny & Nailwell.
www.englishcombe-pc.gov.uk

Sadly, the decision is irreversible, and we all need to understand that the decision
of the Duchy was done for reasons outside of any of our control. It is indeed a
sorry situation but one that needs a quick resolution for us all to move forward, at
the pace our community needs.

We understand that emotions are high at the moment however please do take
solace in the fact that the Parish Council are actively working with the Duchy of
Cornwall regarding creating a future community space. There have been initial
conversations around converting the Wheelwrights into a new community space
but for this to happen we need your support. We need to demonstrate that our
community needs this space for educational, recreational and social purposes and
that we as a community, will be responsible for ensuring that this conversion can
and will go ahead. Without the support of our community, we will sadly not be
able to carry out the initial works for this project and that is not what any of us
would want. We want a new community hall to be at the forefront of our
community and | implore you to please respond to the community survey before
the end of May, so that we are able to effectively demonstrate to the Duchy, that
Englishcombe needs its own community space.

The Parish Council will also be offering the Salem Chapel some storage in the
Wheelwrights to ensure that they have enough time to sort through all of their
items.

The Parish Council already leases two pieces off the Duchy for the community and
the benefit of the Parish, being the Orchard and the Wheelwrights. The Parish
Council have commenced a village survey about what you would like any future
community space to look like and we encourage you all to submit your responses
to any Parish Councillor or via email to the Clerk so that these can be collated, and
a plan of action can be worked on.

We will open up the floor to all questions shortly and | welcome you all to ask or
suggest anything for our Parish and how we can improve things for you all.”

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in May 2024.
There were no minutes available for the date specified above.

3. Englishcombe Parish Council’s Annual Report.
Cllr Will Pow read out the below statement on behalf of the Parish Council:

“Englishcombe Parish Council consists of six Parish Councillors who are either
elected or co-opted to represent the Parish and what the Parish would like to see
change or improve in the village. Presently, your Parish Councillors are Will Pow,
Robert Law, Anne Corlett, Mycroft Croisdale-Appleby, Lucie Scurlock and Nick
Spicer. We currently do have one vacancy to join the Parish Council, so please
speak to our Clerk, Jack, if you are interested in making decisions on behalf of your
Parish.

Over the last Civic year, a lot has changed at Englishcombe Parish Council. As
many of you are aware, we have not had a Clerk for some time however this
changed during the year when Jack came in to help us out. Since Jack has started,
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he has been able to modernise how the Council communicates, set up a new
website with the relevant information as well as introduce a raft of policies and
procedures to ensure we are performing as we should be.

The Parish Council have been undertaking a significant amount of work to ensure
all of our agreements are up to date and accounted for. The Parish Council is still
committed to the lane clearances and pay for this monthly for the service for your
Parish.

The Parish Council have also been working with the Duchy of Cornwall to look at
whether the Wheelwrights would be an acceptable and viable alternative due to
the selling of the Old Schoolhouse. Hopefully, the Parish Council will have a
positive update in the near future to share.

The Parish Council, through our Bath and North East Somerset Councillors, are
looking to arrange a Defibrillator awareness course for the Parish and we have
received some funding to be able to carry this out. We will communicate further
details in due course.

The Parish Council remains in a strong financial position and is in a good place
fiscally with only a small number of action points from this year’s Internal Audit
review.

The Parish Council has worked with BANES to identify fly tipping in the area and to
try and eradicate the issue. We have also worked with BANES on the filing of some
potholes in key areas around the Parish.

The Parish Council now has a updated and vibrant website for all of those who
want to keep in touch with the Parish Council. On the website, you can see all of
our meeting dates, agendas, minutes, policies and financial documentation. If you
think there is something else you’d like to see, please do let us know as this
resource is for keeping you informed. Thank you for your time and I look forward
to working with you all over the next year.”

4. A Special Space for the Parish — Open Forum.

Clir Will Pow opened the meeting to the Parish and questions were answered by
himself, the Locum Parish Clerk or Parish Councillors, were appropriate.

A resident from Innox Grove asked for a summary of what the decision from the
Dutchy is relating to The Old Schoolhouse and timeline for any possible sale of the
building.

Clir Will Pow responded on behalf of the Parish Council, stating that their
understanding was that these are matters for the Duchy and a private individual to
address and not one that the Parish Council have been involved with. Englishcombe
Parish Council do not lease the land and were only informed of the decision after it
had been made. It was also stated that the Duchy had not agreed to the detail of
any plan and any participation in finding and developing an alternative community
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venue would be provisioned on the successful sale of the Old Schoolhouse premises
and a clear definition of the need and requirements of the village to be included in
appropriate business case to present to the Duchy, hence why an Parish survey has
been organised by the Parish Council.

A resident of Englishcombe village asked whether the Acord Barn has been
considered as an alternative to the Wheelwrights.

The comment was noted by the Parish Council and will be investigated however it
was thought to be unlikely as the Acorn Barn has a separate and private lease
agreement and is planning to expand the services and days of operation, in the near
future.

A resident of Innox Grove asked why the Duchy was selling the Old Schoolhouse
building and why the Parish Council had not informed the residents about this or any
communication on the agreement whatsoever. The resident stated they wished to
register the Old Schoolhouse as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) to try and
delay/prevent the sale of the building.

The questions and comments were noted. It was noted that Englishcombe Parish
Council’s understanding of the situation and the plans of the Duchy were explained
with the caveat that the Parish Council does not have full visibility of the plan from
the Duchy. It was noted that the communication would be looked into by the Locum
Clerk, who stated that all of the Parish Council’s information can be seen on the new
website (www.englishcombe-pc.gov.uk) and the Parish Council has commissioned a
survey to understand what the Parish wants from their community spaces.

A resident from Englishcombe Village stated that the Parish needs to work together
to build and present the best case to the Duchy for the provision of a community
space in the Parish.

A resident from Englishcombe Village stated that is was not clear from the village
survey what residents were being asked to comment on.

This point was clarified and it was agreed that parishioners were free to write any
additional points on the response to the survey and if they had multiple ages of
people in their home, they could tick multiple boxes.

A resident of Innox Grove asked whether the Parish Council considered purchasing
the property or the adjacent field. The resident also stated that the Wheelwrights is
much smaller than the Old Schoolhouse and would the Parish Council be prepared to
raise the issue of the field with the Duchy.

It was stated that the Parish Council had not considered purchasing the land from
the Duchy as the funds required would not be feasible for a small Parish Council and
the Duchy had confirmed that the building was in poor repair. It was noted that the
Parish Council will be meeting with the Duchy, to present the survey results to them.
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A resident of Englishcombe Village asked whether the Parish Council knew what
level of support the Duhcy would give to the Wheelwrights, enough for a partial or
full refurbishment.

It was noted that Englishcombe Parish Council does not have the full visibility of the
Duchy’s plans and that any discussions to date have been had with numerous
caveats. Englishcombe Parish Council were informed by the Duchy that two
surveyors meetings had taken place and two scenarios were being contemplated by
the Duchy at present. Any refurbishment of the Wheelwrights would be subject to a
sale of the Old Schoolhouse building.

A resident from Englishcombe Parish Council stated that there is a need to clearly
demonstrate the need for a community hub to the Duchy to secure any funding.

This was noted and the need to work together to get alignment to build the
strongest case possible, was also noted.

A resident from Innox Grove stated that the communication is very poor from the
Parish Council and they had planned to register the Old Schoolhouse as a Asset of
Community Value (ACV). It was noted that the same resident had raised this earlier
and was addressed at that time.

A resident of Englishcombe Village stated that the views of the two parishioners who
left the meeting earlier, should be sought for as they did not have the opportunity to
express them. The resident also asked whether it was just the Old Schoolhouse that
was going to be sold or was it the land too. The resident asked if they should
approach the Duchy to discuss.

The points were noted and the Parish Council will seek clarification from the Duchy.

A resident of Englishcombe Village asked whether the option of the church ahs been
reviewed as it would require much less investment than the Wheelwrights to adapt
it to being a community hub.

It was noted that this could be considered and discussed with the Duchy to not
presuppose their plans or write this option off until it is fully investigated.

A resident from Innox Grove stated that another Parish meeting would be beneficial.
The resident stated that it is not a forgone conclusion that the Duchy are going to
sell.

A resident from Innox Grove stated that the discussions should be around the field
and car park as well as the Old Schoolhouse. This was noted.

A resident from Englishcombe Village expressed their concerns that the current
tenant of the Old Schoolhouse, has been an avid supporter of the village, would be
placed in a difficult situation by people championing cause in his name, which he
was not involved in. This was noted.
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A resident from Englishcombe Village stated that the tenant of the Old Schoolhouse
has a marquee that was donated to the Salem Chapel but would not have a home if
the field was lot. The resident also states that the tenant raised a very popular
weekend event once a year which requires outside space and the kitchen is in good
repair in the Old Schoolhouse. The points were noted.

5. Date of Next Meeting — Wednesday 6" May 2026 at 18:45.

The meeting noted that the date of the next ANNUAL Assembly of the Parish would
be on Wednesday 6" May 2026 at 18:45, which will be a week before the meeting of
the Annual Parish Council meeting.

It was agreed to hold an additional Parishioners Assembly on Wednesday 4™ June at
7:30pm at The Old Schoolhouse, so an open forum can be held again on the subject
matter of a community space for the parish.
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