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DUCHY of CORNWALL

FOREWORD BY
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES,
DUEKE OF CORNWALL

I warmly applaud the initiative ol the Parish Couneil in preparing this history
of the parish of Englishcombe to mark the one hundredth anniversary ol the

formation of Parish Councils.

Within the Manor ol Inglescombe the village has formed part of the Duchy of
Cornwall since the first hall of the 15th century and perhaps this continuity of
stewardship has, in some small way, contributed towards the story that can be told

and also the lessons that can be learned from the past.

Il is always hearlening to see a Parish Council fulfilling its duties with energy
and enthusiasm, and [ am sure that an initiative like this plays an invaluable role
in drawing together local people and interests and thereby strengthening the feeling

of community within the village, and the sense of belonging thal people have 1o a

Waoas

R

particular place.

(9

December 1995




Preface

In 1894 an Act of Pariament erealed the parish councils we have today. It seems appropriate
to mark this centenary with a history of the parish. This has been a community project.
Residents of long standing have contributed pictures, documents and valuable recollections
of Englishcombe in the carly decades of this century. More recent arrivals have guided the
author round their historic buildings with great good will and helped with research,
pholography and art worlk.

Thanks are due particularly to Simon Adams, Rita Ashdown, Jan Bale, Edward Biggs. Barry
Cox, Bill Davies, Veronica Dell, Liz Hall, Anne Hancock, Malcolm Hartley, Kathleen Harwood,
David Lye, Carole Marjol, Bob Marjot, Ann Mounty. Angela Overton, Mike Overion, Hesler
Peach, Arthur Poole, Norman Pounds, Gerald Pow, Michael Pow, Norah Pow, Wendy Pow,
Jane Rees, Mark Rees, Desmond Salter, Tony Salter, Ashton Scurlock. lan Timmis, Jennic
Walker, John Wroughton, Jill Wyatt. Leslie Wyatt and Richard Wyail. We are also gratelul lor
the interest and support of Avon County Couneil and the Duchy of Cornwall.

Plates are reproduced by courtesy of: HRH the Prince of Wales (Foreword), Tom Adam (Inside
back cover), Media in Wessex (21), Bath Central Library (4, 10, 18, 26, 27, 28, 33), Bath
Central Library and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (31, 32, 38-40), Grahame Blair
(20, 24, 30, 34). Bristol Reference Library (37), Paul De’Ath (19), Mary Hallett (21, 25). Peter
Lane [(23), Carole and Bob Marjot (9). Mike Overton (5-8, 11, 12, 15, 17] and Hester Peach
(14, 29, 35). Figures are reproduced by courtesy of Avon County Council (1, 2) and Jane
Rees (3).

This history has been published through the generous subscriptions off Avon Communily
Council (Avon Rural Initiatives Fund), Bath Archaeolical Trust, Duchy of Cornwall,
Englishcombe Parish Council, Englishcombe Parochial Church Council, L.S. Pow & Sons
Ltd., Walter T. Ware Lid.. Joyce & Tom Adam. Ann & Derek Baker, Jan & Peler Bale, Giles &
Sue Barber, lan & Judith Black, Grahame Blair, Joan Cooke, Carole & John Cox, Bill & Sybil
Davies, Chris & Veronica Dell, Helen & Mark Dinwoodie, Paula & Tony Goodyear, Anne & Tim
Hancock, Julia Hillman, Brian & Winnie Huggetl, Julia & Richard James, Alan & Sandra
Jones, Godirey Laurence, Margarel Lindsay, Carole & Bob Marjot, Len & Brenda Medlock,
Angela & Mike Overton, Jane & Mark Rees, Des & Shelia Salter, Colin & Jenny Summerell,
Helen & lan Timmis. Jill & Leslie Wyalt, Richard & Rosalie Wyatt.

Much more of Englishcombe's past remains to be uncovered. Inevitably this account will
have many omissions and perhaps some errors for future generations (o correct. As we have
followed in the footsteps ol authors from the 18th century onwards who have explored the
history of this parish, so we hope that others will build on our efforts.

Jean Manco
November 1995
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THE ParisH or ExcrListicomie: A History

HUMPHREY the CHAMBERLAIN
Domesday tenant lands in
eight counties
I
HENRY de ORESCUIL

GOURNAYS OF ENGLISHCOMBE

NIGEL de GOURNAY
Domesday tenant of
Englishcombe, Barrow
& Swainswick

ROBERT fitz HARDING = EVE
temp. Henry | Alderman of Bristol d.1170
| | | Lord of Beverston
HELIAS de ORESCUIL ROBERT de GOURNAY ROGER Founded Abbey 51
of Englishcombe Augustine, Bristol
| | & Barrow Gurney d.1170
RICHARD ALICE deadl 1166 }
3 1
MATILDA = WILLIAM FitmJOHN HAWISE de GOURNAY (31=(2) ROBERT (1] = AVICE de GAUNT MAURICE
Heiress ol Harptree 1200 heiress, d.1201 of Weare sole heiress  lord Berkeley
.1223 d.1234 dead 1194 Alice Paynel d.1190
|2 |1 | |
PAGAN of THOMAS =(1) EVE MAURICE de GAUNT HENRY de GAUNT
Sandford Oreas dead 1208 maother's founder Si Marks's Master of Si
heiress [Gaunt’s) Hospital, Mark’s Hospital
dead 1220 Bristol d.1230
r |
HAWISE de & ROBERT de Grounay WALTER
LONGCHAMP d. 1269 buried 51, Mark's
heir of uncle Maurice
|
Sir ANSELM de GOURNAY = SYBIL de Sir THOMAS
d. 1286 buried VIVON
Blackiriars Bristol
| | I |
JOHN de GOURNAY = OLIVE HUGH = JOAN ROBERT = MARGARET THOMAS de GOURNAY =
ol Beverston held land of of Engliscombe
1256-12491 E. Harptree Overwere died 13017
1297
ANSELM = CHRISTIAN
ELIZABETH = Sir JOHN ap ADAM  THOMAS = JOAN ANSELM = JOAN
heiress ] d.1311/2 bought
East Harpiree THOMAS = ELIZABETH
THOMAS APADAM from Thomas of Overwere
Apadam 1330
I
WALTER = JOAN  JOHN de GOURNAY JOAN  Sir THOMAS de GOURNAY = JOAN dau
CADICOTT heiress s&h 1332 heiress Regicide d. 1333 Sir MATTHEW
d.s.p. 1360 FURNEALIX
Widow
| | -- | THOMAS TRIVET
THOMAS =  JOIIN GEORGE Alice dau =(1] Sir MATTHEW {2}=  PHILIPPA (2])= Sir JOHN
d. 1334 d.s.p. ds.p. THOMAS BEAUCHAMP 1310-1406 sister & TIFTOFT
buried widow JOHN, Lord d.s.p. coheir JOHN d. 1442
Farrington BEALCHAMP d.1384 buried St. Nich. lord TALBOT
Gurney Stoke sub Hamdon d.1418
THOMAS de GOLURNAY

b. 1319 Granted
{ather's estates 1340




Englishcombe and the Gournays

Englishcombe now is parl of the wide estates of the
Duchy of Cornwall, held by the Prince of Wales, bul
it was nol always a royal manor. When William the
Congueror ordered the Domesday survey in 1086,
Englishcombe was held by Nigel de Gournay from
the Bishop ol Coutances.! Nigel must have come
[rom Gournay, hall-way between Paris and Dieppe,
and his lands in  Englishcombe, Twerton,
Swainswick and Barrow Gurney had almost
certainly been earned by lighting [or William,

The next member of the family to appear in the
records is Robert de Gournay, who held his lands
from the Earl of Gloucester.? [t was probably Robert
who buill the church at Englishcombe, parts of
which are Norman. We may guess that he had a
house close by, Roberl was dead by 1166, leaving
only a daughler Hawise to inherit his lands.® The
turbulent yvears of civil war belween King Stephen
and the Empress Maud (1136-53) had taken a
heavy toll, Perhaps Hawise had brothers who died
fighting for Maud's half-brother and staunch
supporier, Earl Roberl of Gloucester,

ol

i

Plate 1 - Norman arches in Englishcombe Church. Engraving
by E. Evans from Record of the House of Gournay (1848),

Hawise certainly lost her husband Roger de Baalun
and thelr son Roger in Stephen's reign. For (heir
souls she granted the church of Englisheombe in
1166 to the Priory of 5t Saviour in Bermondsey,
Surrey.* The de Baalun family had been
benefaclors (o Bermondsey [rom 1092, bul so
distanl a priory would find it difficult to collect the

tithes and in 1239 the Bishop of Bath decreed Lhal
Bath Priory should hold the church of English-
combe, paying a cash rent to Bermondsey.d Hawise
probably also founded the convent al Barrow
Gurney.8

Hawise re-married twice. Her third hushand was
Robert of Weare, who was clearly fond of hunting
for around 1190 he erealed parks al Englishcombe
and Barrow Gurney surrounded by deer leaps.” He
was a son of Robert litz Harding, Gloucester's chiel
supporter in Bristol. This cily was a stronghold ol
the Empress Maud, where her son, the future
Henry 11, spent his boyvhood., When he came Lo the
throne, Henry rewarded fitz Harding with Berkeley
Castle, conliscated from a supporier of Stephen,
Fitz Harding's eldest son was the [irst of a long line
of lords Berkeley, while his third son, Robert of
Weare, married |wo heiresses in  succession.
Robert's first wile, Alice de Gaunl, gave him two
sons who took her surname.

By Hawise de Gournay Robert had a daughter, Eve,
heiress Lo the Gournay lands, She married the heir
lo grealer estates. Eve's husband Thomas was the
son of William {itz John of Harpiree®? and Maud de
Orescuil, the co-heiress of manors in Gloucester-
shire, Somerset and Dorsel. !? Thomas died before
his parents, so Il was his son Robert de Gournay 11
who was the eventual heir to estales which gave
him baronial rank.

Robert de Gournay 11 inherited Englishcombe and
Barrow Gurney from his mother before 1220, while
he was still under age.!! Then in 1230 his uncle
Maurice de Gaunt died, leaving Robert heir Lo
Weare, Somerset and Beverston, Gloucestershire,
among olher manors., Maurice had earlier built 5t
Mark's (Gaunt's) Hospital at Bristol, as a charity
run by the nearby Abbey ol St Augusiine. He
intended it to feed 100 of the poor every day.
Maurice was buried in the chapel of St Mark's and
Robert promptly confirmed his uncle's endowment,
Shortly afterwards he made St Mark's an
independent foundation and appointed his uncle
Henry de Gaunt its first master.!?

The greatest increase in Roberl's esiales came on
the death in 1234 of his grandlfather William of
Harptree. Along with Harptree came a large part of
the Orescuil inheritance, including Farrington,

58]



ToueE Parisn orF Encusiicompe: A HisToORy

which became known as Farringlon Gurney. ' Most
of Robert's newly-acquired manors were knight's
{ees; they had been granied al various limes lo
fighling men in return for service to their lord in
war and castleguard in peace-time. Roberl de
Gournay 1l therelore had a foree at his command,
which could be used to garrison his castles at
Beversion and East Harpiree, It was probably he
who buill a stone castle al Englishcombe. !4

When Roberl de Gournay died in 1269, he was
holding 23 knighl's fees rom the Earl ol Gloucester,
as well as lwo manors from the Earl of Warwick,
one [rom the bishop ol Worcester and [our directly
from the king. 1" He chose to be buried alongside his
uncle Maurice in the chapel ol St Mark's Hospilal
{now the Lord Mayor's Chapel, College Green,
Bristol), Their tomb can still be seen there wilh
elligics of them both in chain mail,

Robert's heart was buried in another family
[oundation, the Dominican Friary at Bristol.'® The
#ealous Dominican Order was gaining favour with
benelactors al this time. Founded by SU Dominic,

232 T 00 20paqun] 1enfiy junobag sniyiindly

Plate 2 - Effigies of Robert de Gournay and Maurice de Gaunt
on their monument in the Lord Mayors Chapel, College
Green, Bristal. Engraving by £, Evans from Record of the House
of Gournay (T848),

they first setiled in England in 1221, wilh the aim
of teaching and preaching. Their house in Bristol
inow Quakers Friars) was [ounded around 1227 by
Matthew de Gournay.!” Matithew appears as a
wilness on charters of Hawise de Gournay and was
probably her cousin. '8

Robert's heir was his
eldest son, Ansclm, Sir
Anselm  de  Gournay
was summoned in July
1277 by Edward [ to
serve in his invasion of
Wales, bul was per-
milled a respite until
Michaeclmas (29 Sepl-
ember), by which time
Prince Llywelyn  had
surrendered. When the
Welsh rose againsi
Edward in 1282, Sir

5 511
Anseliy. WAS SUM- L0 ol of bl de Gouma
moned  again,  bul i of Sir Anseim. Engraving by
chose to commute his £ Evans from Record of the

obligations to the cash House of Gournay (1848).
equivalent. '¥ e may have already been ailing and
unable to fight personally, for he died in 1286, In
hiz will he asked to be buried In the church of
Friars Preachers (the Dominican Friary), Bristol,
Beverslon Castle with the major part of his
lands went Lo his eldesl son Johnaged 30, but
Anselm made provision in his lifetime [or his
younger sons Hugh, William, Roberl and Thomas. 20
Thomas was granled West Harplree lor a rent ol a
dozen quarrels [eross-bow bolts) and the manors of
Englishcombe and Farringlon Gurney cach for a
rose rent. 2!

Sir Thomas de Gournay was summonod ahmnost
continuously to fight in Edward I's wars against the
Welsh (1295), the French [1297) and (he Scols
(1300, 1301.) The fact that he was nol summoned
when Edward invaded Scotiland again in 1303
suggests thal he had died in the previous
campalgn.22

His son and heir, another Sir Thomas, was the most
nolorious of the Gournays of Englishcombe.
Already in 1314 he was showing the streak of
ruthlessness that brought about his downfall. He
and his cousin Anselm de Gournay raided a farm at
Langridge, near Bath, knowing the owner to be a
prisoner in Scolland, and siole his horses and [arm
animals.2? Like hiz [ather, he fought the Scots,
being summoned by Edward II in 1316, Tle went (o
Ireland the lfollowing year, but in 1318 he was in




ENGLISIHICOMBE AND THE GOURNAYS

irouble again, this time for huniing in the Earl of
Pembroke's park al Painswick, Gloucestershire.2%

Pembroke was the head of a moderate party trying
Lo keep the peace belween the king and his over-
mighly cousin Thomas, Earl ol Lancaster. Edward
II's pampering ol [avouriles was making him
increasingly unpopular, In the spring ol 1321, the
greed and arrogance of Edward's. adored Hugh
Despenser provoked a rebellion backed by the Earl
ol Lancaster. Thomas de Gournay took pari and in
December his lands were confiscated and there was
a warrant for his imprisonment.?® By February
1323 he was a prisoner in the Tower ol London, but
he bought his life and his release with a bond lor
£100 on 1 July 1324, 1is lands were restored later
the same month.2% Roger Mortimer, one of the rebel
leaders, had managed to escape [rom the Tower and
llee to France,

Chueen lsabella bitterly resented her husband's
devotion o Despenser and by 1325 had turned Lo
Roger Mortimer for consolalion, In September 1326
she and Mortimer invaded England. Despenser was
hanged and the king imprisoned. Edward 11 was
deposed in January 1327: Isabella ruled in the
name of her son, the yvoung Edward I, But while
the lormer king lived, there could be no real
security for Isabella and Morlimer and they
resolved on desperate measures. Edward 11 was
moved Lo Berkeley Castle and placed in the custody
of Sir Thomas de Berkeley. Berkeley, perhaps
fearing to be implicated in regicide, pleaded illness
to remove himsell to a sale distance, leaving Sir
Thomas de Gournay and William de Ocle in charge
ol the former king. In September 1327 Edward 11
was murdered,

Sir Thomas de Gournay had powerful motives. He
was deeply in debt, having still not redeemed the
£100 bond for his release in 1324, or another £100
bond extorted lrom him by Hugh Despenscr the
elder, lather of Edward's [avourite. In October 1328,
both debls were pardoned. 27 Around the same time
Isabella appointed Thomas conslable ol Bristol
Caslle, where the Despenser heir was in custody, 24
But the tide of de Gournay's foriunes changed
dramaltically aller Edward IIl wrested power [rom
his mother and Mortimer in October 1330. Already
in September 1330 Parliameni had judged Thomas
de Gournay and William de Ocle guilly ol regicide;
the king offered £100 for the capture of Thomas
alive or 100 marks lor his head.?¥ In December
warranis were issued for the arrest of Thomas de
Gournay and his accomplices beflore they could
escape abroad, bui Thomas slipped through the

net. He seems Lo have sailed secretly lrom
Mouschole in Cornwall Lo Spain, bul he was
arrested in Burgos in May 1331

The king senl his servanl Giles de Ispannia to bring
de Gournay back to England. The name 'de
Ispannia’ suggests that Giles was ol Spanish
ancestry, but this evidently cul no ice al Lhe
Spanish Couri. While Giles was being delayed f[or
monihs with polite evasions, de Gournay escaped.
Bul his luck was nol to lasi. News reached Edward
Il in January 1333 that the fugilive had been
arrested at Naples. This time the king sent a
Yorkshire knight. Sir William de Thweng. When Sir
William reached Naples he musl have found de
Gournay in tatlers; he had to buy new cloithes and
shoes for him. Clearly Edward HI's instructions
were to bring de Gournay back alive, bul the rigors
ol the journey were severe. Sir William sailed [rom
Naples to the neighbourheood of Perpignan, where
he set oul 1o English-held Bayvonne on horseback.
Perhaps he strayed too close Lo the Spanish border,
lor they were caplured by some Aragonese, There
was a lorced detour o Moniblanch north of
Tarragona, where de Gournay needed physicians
and medicine. The King of Aragon mercifully had
them sel free and escoried salely to the border: once
over the Pyrenees Lhey travelled by boal down river
to Bayonne. By then de Gournay was seriously ill.
He was (reated by two physicians, bul he was
bevond their help. It was his body that Sir William
linally bore back to England in July 1333.40

Meanwhile Sir Thomas's lands were taken into the
king's hands, bul his wile Joan was granted Wesi
Harpiree for the support ol hersell and her children
and Englishcombe and Farrington at a yearly rent
of £24.31 On 30 Decemmber 1334, Sir Thomas's
cldeslt son was summoned lo join Edward [ll's
forces al Roxburgh. Having the same name as his
father. it seems he was killed by some hot-heads on
his own side, who thought he was the regicide, 52
His tomb siond in the old church at Farrington
Gurney, which was demolished in 1843.%% In
November 1339 his son and heir, another Thomas,
who was nearly of age, petitioned for the reiurn of
the forfeit estates. Perhaps the king felt the family
had sufféred enough. for he consented.™

In 1340 Matthew, the voungesi son ol Thomas Lthe
regicide, was al the battle of Sluys. It was the stari
ol a glorious carcer as a soldier of lorlune. He joined
the siege of Moorish Algeciras by Allonso XI ol
Castile [1342-4); he was al Crecy (1346) and
Poitiers (1356); joining the Black Prince he lought
al Najara (1367) and was made a baron of Guienne.
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In 1378 he came under siege while governor of
Bayonne and in 1388, aged 78, he was constable of
the forces ol Edward, Earl of Cambridge in his
expedition to Portugal. His sword and armour were
treasured relies to laler generations ol fighting men,
but the greaiest testimonial to his sirengih and
skill on the battlefield is that he died in his bed
aged 96,45

Sir Maithew outlived his nephew Thomas de
Gournay and his brothers John and George, who
all died without surviving issue, so the manors of
Englishcombe, Farringlton Gurney  and  West
Harpiree descended to him. He also acquired
another ten manors in Somersel and one in Dorsel,
five of them on his marriage in 1374 Lo Alice, sister
of Thomas, Earl of Warwick.36 Perhaps his [avourite
of these was Stoke sub Hamdon, Somersct, where
he chose Lo be buried.#’ Though 74 years old when
Alice died in 1384, Sir Matthew ook as his second
wile Philippa. one of the daughiers of Sir John

Talbol of Richard's Castile, a girl ol 15 at that time
bul already a widow,

The old warrior had no children, so he arranged lor
all his properties in England and Aquilaine lo be
held by Philippa for life.®® His death in August 1406
left her a wealthy widow -- a prize in whose disposal
the king had an interest. By May 1407, Philippa
was the wile of Sir John Tiptoll, an able but
landless man. In 1406 Tiptolt was elected Speaker
of the House of Commons and pressed (he king
tactfully towards reforms. From 1408-9 he was
Treasurer of the Exchequer. His marriage brought
him great estales and changed the course of his
career. In February 1408 he was appoinled
Seneschal of the Landes and Constable of Dax,
Aguilaine, bolh posts previously held by Sir
Matthew Gournay.3? After Philippa died in 1418,
Tiptolt continued lo hold Sir Mailthew's lormer
estate, bul sold the inheritance of il 1o the Crown
for £4.000.90




Barrow, Haycombe and Inglesbatch
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Fa}; 1 - Reconstruction of Englishcombe in the medieval period (by Avan County Council
pla

nning department. )

Englishcombe was typical of the villages that
developed in the late Saxon period over a large part
ol England. The arable land of the manor was in
two large open lields, which were cullivated in
Each field was divided into strips
allocated by the lord to himsell and his tenants. As
a rule with this type of [arming, the tenants lived in

rotation. #1

cotlages clustered around the manor house and
church. Most of them were copyholders, who held
their land in return for work on the lord's. They
could not sell it or bequeath it, though in practice,
lands ofien did pass [rom father to son. A [reehold
tenant was more secure, holding land from the
manorial lord for a fixed rent, and free to dispose of
it by deed or will. Naturally it was the less prolitable
marginal land thai was most likely to be granted to
frecholders: The pattern of early deeds for
Englishcombe is interesting, showing clusters of
frechold land in  Barrow, Haycombe and
Inglesbateh. These outlying farms or hamlets have
their own history.

The flield-name Brightwick in Haycombe probably
records a Saxon dairy-farm. Barrow has all bul

vanished, bui archaeologisis
have uncovered the remains of
a medieval setilement. It

sireiched from the site of

. Culverhay School south to the

2 Wansdyke.*2 By the lime
1": oA Englishcombe was firsit mapped
% in 1742 (pl. 4), all that re-

B0 n Bl mained was Barrow House
. (close Lo the present Barrow
e | Caslle). Haycombe and a large
part of Barrow lay oulside
Englishcombe originally; in
1316 'Bergh’ was considered a
hamlet of Twerlon.?? Early
boundaries  often  lollowed
streams; Newlon and Widdle-

wrms DPEN FIELE HOUNDARY combe Brooks mark the

—HTRAER western limit of Englishcombe.
i m To the north and north-east the
8 woooLao natural boundary between

Englishcombe and Twerton

would be Padley Brook. Beyond
Padley DBrook, a slrip of
lrechold land on' the margin of
Twerlon evolved into Barrow,
Haycombe and Claysend Farms. Originally their
lands were much intermixed and included strips in
the open fields of Englishcombe and Twerton. By
1611 Englishcombe manor included Barrow land
east ol Padley Brook and by the 18th century the
parish ol Englishcombe had absorbed Barrow and
Haycombe Farms.** Since they both had land at
Stirtingale in Twerton, that too came into the
parish.

In 1452 Richard (later Sir Richard) Choke boughit
Barrow Farm lor £100; the properly was described
as and 180 acres
Englishcombe and 'Berewe near Balh', and owed an
annual rent of a pound of pepper to the lord of
Twertor, Two years later Choke bought the manor
of Long Ashtion near Bristol, which became the
chiel house of his widespread estate. The wealth
that he poured into properly was made as a justice
of the common pleas, perhaps nol entirely honesily.
Sir Richard certainly seemed anxious to provide for
the welfare ol his soul. Before he died in 1483, he
founded a chantry in the church of Long Ashton,
where his tomb siill stands, and endowed il with

two  houses in Twerton,
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Plate 4 - Detail from Bath and Five Miles Round surveyed in 1742 by Thomas Tharpe,

lands  including Barrow Farm.4%  Alter the
dissolulion of the chaniries, Barrow TFarm was
boughl from Lhe Crown by John Smythe, the Bristol
merchant who had purchased Ashlon Court. Iis
son Hugh sold it to John Gay of Englishcombe in
1568, Barrow Farm belonged to Richard Gay ol
Newton St Loe by 162646

Haycombe was f(armed by Richard Gay of
Englishcombe al this time, probably a cousin.
Claysend and Haycombe Farms were one property
in 1442, leased lo John Cleye, with land in Newton
51 Loe, Twerton and Barrow. IL was sold in 1550 Lo
David Baber of Twerlon and Richard Gay of
Englishcombe, The Babers lived at Claysend in
Newlon 5t Loe, while the Gay lamily larmed
Haycombe, bul the two farms were nol formally
divided until 1672.97 After the deaths of John Gay
in 1729 and his voung son Richard in 17386,
Havecombe Farm went out of the Gay lamily and
was owned by Sarah Hallet in 1840.%8

Richard Gay sold Barrow Farm in 1641 o Thomas
Cox; his son Richard sold il in 1695 Lo Joscph
Langlon of Newion Park, whose descendanis held it
unltil the late 19th century. Since Barrow Farm had
land al Haycombe and vice-versa, there was an
exchange in 1705 between Langlon and Richard
Gay of IHaycombe Lo simplily Lhe process of
enclosure. This still left their land much inlermixed,
s il is nol surprising that in the 19ih cenlury
Haycombe and Barrow were [armed logether,
although still in separate ownership. The lenant
farmer in 1840 was James Harris, who lived at (old)
Hayvecombe Farm: Barrow House was deserted
sometime aller 179249

Medieval deeds survive lor three Inglesbaich
properties, William de 5t Loe had a house al
Ingleshatch  ¢1290, which was sold  shortly
afterwards to Henry de Littleton. The heir of lhe
Littletons sold it to Sir James Hussey of

Bathampion in 1357 and il then descended to the
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Plate 5 - The old Haycombe Farm was rebuilt in 1766, as recarded on the date stone, f¢is had  land  al

now divided into Haycombe House and Inglescombe House

Blount family.®" Meanwhile another properly lound
ils way inlo the same hands by another route,
William  Cherm held a hoose and land  in
Ingleshalch in 1305, which descended through the
Forde family to the Blounis.®! In 1445 Willelma
Blouni leased the lirst of these properlies to Walter
Collins; then in 1448 she leased the other to
Thomas Gravell 52 The Collins and Gravell families
were still leasing these lands

land in ‘Inglescumb’ in 1287;
laler deeds make it clear that
this was in Inglesbaich, By
1359 his son Thomas had also
acguired Inglesbatch mill, first
mentioned around 250,55 The
mill seems Lo have gone by Lhe
time the Farrington property
descended to William Tomkins,
whe was dead in 1580, Il
scems he had no sons, [or his
farm was divided in thal year
between Thomas Raynes, John
Evans and Roger Hunl alias
Baggridge, probably his sons-
in-law. Presumably Raynes
lrad the bulk of (he house,
since it became known by his
name (app.3). Baggridge took
the wellhouse and  kitchen,
with lofts over Lthe kitchen and
eniry.5% By 1626 Richard Lane
Inglesbalch,

probably Raynes's, since in

1700 Peler Lane possessed the
entry, the hall and the bullery of a large house at
Inglesbaleh long since partitioned.5? Baggridge's
properly passed to Samuel Day, whe in 1792 owned
a house and farm buildings on Lhe site of
Allandale. 58 =

The Clement family were the most prosperous of
the tenant farmers ol Inglesbateh in the 16th and

in 1611 fapp.3), long after the
Blounl property had been sold
Lo William Bulton.5% By 1717
the two Button fenemenls
were leased by Robert and
Benjamin Wyatl (app.7). The
Bullon lands descended Lo the
Walker-Heneage [amily., In
1792 John Walker Heneage
owned Ly
Ingleshbatch: one is now known
as the Home Farm, while the
other had a larmhouse (since
demolished) on (he lefl-hand
side of the rial o
Wilmington 51

larms in

Another series of deeds is lora
smallholding with a  mill
Robert of Farringlon gave a
sparrow hawk lor a house and

=T

Plate & — Allandale with Sarah Adams and her daughter Daisy in 1995, The carpenter
George Milsom lived here in the 19th century
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17th cenluries. They must have lived al the house
now called the Close, lenanted by their descendants
the Halls in the 18th century.5® Thomas Clemenl
leased Barrow Farm in 1572, presumahly lo
provide [or his son Richard, who was included in
lhe lease B0 U is clear that he also leased Lhe
Reclory Farm and the lithes, since his will in 1586

Plate 7 — The Close — the home of the Clements in the 17th
century, now part of Ingleshatch Farm. The house is of mixed
dates, the rear being probably 17th-century and the front
Geargian.

lefl certain tithes Lo his son Willlam. Thomas's
olher bequests illustrate the living standards ol a
suceessiul Elizabethan yeoman, Apart from farm
stock dand implements, he owned a bedsiead with
curlains, a cupboard, a greal crock, a pair of hand-
irons, a great and lesser coller and silver spoons.
The Clements could alford Lo educale a younger
son for the church. Thomas's grandson William
studied at Oxford and became  viecar ol
Englishcombe in July 1588, Saﬂl:,r he and his falher
John both [ell ill and died the following year. John
also bequeathed tithes, so he had evidenlly laken
over the Reclory Farm. William Clement's will
demonsirales a cleric’s love of books, He had spent

the then considerable sum of £4 on a hible and
other works. Another bible was lefll o his sisler-in-
law Alice.5!

From 1674 the small copyvhold properties in
Inglesbatch were gradually amassed by the Day
lamily. John Day lirst acquired the Beene's Upper
House and Lower House and laler Elford's larm. All
three houses have now been demolished bul can be
seen on Greenwood's map Lo the north-wesl ol
Inglesbateh (pl.10), Thomas Day buill a mansion
cl1790 belween the roads lo Wilminglon and

Plate 8 - Inglesbatch Farm, built by Thomas Day in the late 18th
century 't was extended and re-fronted in 1869, as shown by a
datestone with the crest of the Prince of Wales,

Englishcombe, while Thomas Day jr took over what
had been Evans's farm, with a house in the corner
of the road turning te Priston Mill.%2 In the 19th
century Thomas Day also took over the Close. The
Days had buill up a sizable property, now known as
Inglesbatch Farm. Al least one member of the
family was Reman Catholie -- Capl. John Day ol the
49th foot, His son John, born in 1826 al the Hague
and educated partly al Downside, became a judge of
the Queen's Bench. 53
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THE CLEMENTS OF ENGLISHCOMBE

THOMAS CLEMENT = ISARBEL
yeoman of
Inglesbatch
lessee Barrow and
Reclory Farms

d. 1586
JOHN CLEMENT = AGNES RICIARD WILLLAM THOMAS
ol Ingleshalch ol Barrow
d. 1585
ALICE =(1] JOHN CLEMENT (2) = EMMA THOMAS WILLIAM
veoman af Vicar of
Englishcombe Englishcombe
Bought land in d.1589
Batheaston 1596
THOMAS BENEDICT WILLIAM of
Killed at bap, 1609 Ditteridge?
Naseby 1645 living 1631
JOHN CLEMENT = SARAH NATHANIEL CLEMENT = FRIDISWIDE
yeoman ol yeoman Englisheombe
Inglesbaleh d. 1651
b. 1607
JOHN = MARTHA THOMAS WILLIAM NATHANIEL RICHARD JOHN
b.1630 |
T
? CLEMENT = ELIZABETH
SUSANNA = GEORGE HALL SARAI = THOMAS PLURATT
i
JOHN HALL 5
of the Close,
Inglesbateh 1792 d
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The Duchy of Cornwall

It will be remembered that Henry V had purchased
the reversion (inheritance) of the estale of Matthew
de Gournay in 1418, so on the death in January
1443 of Sir John Tiptoft, it [ell to the Crown. In
February Henry V1 appointed Thomas Young as
steward of his newly acquired estate: the manors of
Sioke sub Hamdeon, Milton Fauconberg (near
Martock), Midsomer Norton, Stratton on the Fosse,
Farrington Gurney, Wellon, Englishecombe, Wid-
combe (near Harpiree), Laverion, Sheptlon Mallet,
Curry Mallel and Wesl Harplree in Somersel and
Ryme in Dorsel, 54

These manors immediately became part ol the
Duchy of Cornwall, since in 1421 Henry V had
granted the Duchy the reversion of the Gournay
estale .55 The Duchy of Cornwall was crealed by
Edward 111 in 1337 for the support of his eldest son,
the Black Prince. Since then every eldest son ol the
reigning monarch has succeeded to the Duchy.
When Lthe sovercign has no son, it is held by the
Crown. In 1443 Henry VI was still childless, so the
eslale was in Crown hands. In [act the question of
the succession had become a pressing problem,
with factions lorming around the rival claims of the
Dukes of York and Somerset. Henry [avoured
Somersel, as shown by the grant of the lormer
Gournay estate in Oclober 1444 o Somersel's
brother and male heir, Edmund Beaulort, Marquis
of Dorsel 56

The hirth of Henry VI's only son, Edward, in
October 1453 should have sellled the succession,
but the king was by then insane and incapable ol
governing, In the struggle for power that [ollowed,
Edmund Beaufort, by then Duke of Somersel, was
killed. His widow Eleanor surrendered |he Gournay
estate to the Crown in 1457.57 The Prince of Wales
had little opportunity to oversee his Duchy. When
Prince Edward was only 7 years old, his father was
deposed. Henry VI's restoration to the throne in
1470 lasted only a few months and ended with the
death of the Prince ol Wales at the battle of
Tewksbury.

Meanwhile in Englishcombe, these stirring evenis
probably produced only [aint ripples. When Edward

[V seized the throne [rom Henry VI in 1461, he losl
nao time in appointing a new steward (o the Gournay
estate. He also rented the farm of Englishcombe
to his own men.™ In 1464 Edward IV granled
the Gournay estale lo his brother George, Dulke
of Clarence,”? buil all Clarence's estates were
forfeil when Edward was deposed in 1470, By lhe
time Edward returned to the throne in 1471, he had
a son and heir, another Edward. By Acl of
Parliament in 1472-3, Edward IV invested the new
Prince of Wales with the Duchy of Cornwall,
including ‘all the casiles, manors and lands which
were of Matthew de Gournay in Somersel and
Dorsel' .71

This Prince Edward was no more fortunale than his
predecessor; he was murdered in the Tower of
London. During the prince's brief life he was given
the additional title Earl of Pembroke, taken from
William  Herberl, who was created Earl of
Huntingdon in  compensation, There was an
exchange of lands; castles in Wales became parl of
the Duchy, while the Gournay eslate went to the
new Earl of Huntingdon in 148272 Huntingdon died
in 1491, leaving a daughter Elizabeth, By the lerms
ol the exchange, the Gournay estale was hers.
However, Henry VI argued cannily that since his
uncle Jasper, Duke ol Bedlord, now held said
castles in Wales, il was againsl all reason and
conscience that his son Arthur, Prince of Wales,
should not have the Gournay eslate. (Jasper Tudor
had held the title Earl of Pembrole belore Herbert
and was restored to it on the accession ol Henry
VIL] The Act of 1482 was therefore declared void
and the Gournay estate returned to the Duchy in
1495 71

Prince Arthur's early death in 1502 madc his
younger brother Henry Prince of Wales; in 1509 he
ascended the throne as Henry VIIL After that there
was no Prince ol Wales until the birth of Prince
Edward in 1537. No doubl Henry became used to
treating the Duchy as his own, In 1543 he sold four
of the ex-Gournay manors: Englishcombe,
Widcombe, Laverton and West Harplree. ™ Il was 66
yvears belore the Duehy clawed them back.
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William Crouch MP

It was while Englishcombe was still in the hands of
the Crown thal William Crouch made his home
there. Crouch was a quarrelsome, grasping,
ruthless man, who disrupled the economy ol Balh
and yet became its MP. He first appears as a Crown
servanl. In 1524 he was appointed bailill of
sherston, Wills.: The lollowing yvear he was granted
a 2l-year lease of the Duchy manor ol Laverion.75
In June 1527, Henry Norris, squire of the body lo
Henry VI, was graniled a lease ol the lordship of
Englishcombe. " [ was around this time that
Crouch seltled al Englisheombe: 77 probably Norris,
a permanent member of the royal household,
employed Crouch as his sieward,

Crouch was taken into the serviee of Lthe Prior of
Bath, William where he cast an
acquisitive eye over priory properiy. The reclory of
Englishcombe had been lel, but Crouch was able Lo
buy the reversion (inheritance) of the lease 78 He
also boughl the reversion of the lease of Wellow
reclory [rom the Abbot of Cirencesler. Shorily
allerwards (he lessee of Wellow reclory died in
suspicions circumstances, Iis widow was con
vinced thal Crouch, learning that her husband was
being trealed lor a leg disease, had bribed a Bath
doclor to poison his medicine. The doclor lelt town
on a fast horse, bul il seems that nolhing could be
proved, ™

Moloway,

Crouch's arrival in Englishcombe coincided with
the renovation of St .John's Hospital, Bath. This was
so dilapidaled that in 1527, the Bishop of Bath and
Wells amalgamated il with Balth Priory. Prior
Holloway then rebuill the hospital and its
propertics. Crouch saw an opporiunily; he had a
clerical kinsman, John Simons. With subilely and
guile he persuaded the prior lo appoint Simons as
Master of 5t John's in 1532.80 Crouch then became
sleward ol the hospital #1

Butl this was not cnough lor him. He also wanied
the reversion ol the hospital, which he claimed the
prior had promised him, and he resorted Lo the law,
Tempers became [rayed. When on 2 June 1533 a
servant ol Crouch's altempted to serve Prior
Holloway wilh a subpoena in Balh Cathedral, he
was [rogmarched oul by lwo of 1he priory servanls,
Thomas Horner and Thomas Balten, On 10 June
Horner and an armed band waylaid Crouch and put

him in the stocks. Afler three days ol
imprisonment, Crouch was brought lo sign a £200
bond for his good behaviour, Crouch retaliated in
Auvgust, Imprisoning Horner in his house  al
Englishcombe, A mass of priory servants and
lenants then besieged the house and attacked Lhe
doors with halchels. Crouch tried to hold them ofl
with arrows, bul released Horner when the mob
threatened 1o burn the house down,

Il became clear at the trial that years of [riction lay
behind this explosion of local leeling. Crouch was
habitually abusive and threatening. Two mayors of
Bath, both clothmakers and major employers, had
been so oppressed by him that they lefl for other
cilies, Lo the greal impoverishment of Bath. A third
lormer mayor tesiificd to the dilliculty of keeping
the peace, with Crouch coming to Bath night and
day with a band ol armed rowdies and causing
constant quarrels and allrays.® [1 is all oo
credible. Crouch scemed Lo provoke trouble. He
purchased a lease [rom Bath Priory of the
parsonage of Caslle Cary and then declined (o pay
the rent. When the prior evicted him in February
1534, once again Crouch took the maller Lo
courl. 83 -

Mational  evenis  were  shortly Lo touch
Englishcombe. Henry VI had become unhappy
wilh his queen, Ann Boleyn, and interested in Jane
Seymour, Those who disliked Ann were reacdy wilh
charges thal she had commilled adultery with,
among olhers, the chiel gentleman of the privy
chamber, Henry Norris. This was the same Henry
who had laken a lease of Englishcombe.®* Henry
and Ann were executed in May 1536, along with her
four other alleged lovers. Henry VIII's marriage lo
Jane Seymour followed hard upon the executions
and brought her family to national prominence, Her
brother Edward was created Earl of Hertlord.
William Crouch was acting as stewared for the Earl
ol Herilord's manor of Monkton Farleigh by Lhe
antumn ol 153885

Crouch was also the Crown eschealor lor Somersel
and Derset in 1538-9.56 This appoinlment cannot
have been popular locally, which may explain a
‘clamour in the country against Crouch'. There
were shrewd altemptis Lo bias the king. John
Pereman, a painter ol Englishcombe, reporied
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overhearing  {reason; Crouch had remarked
cynically Lthat a man with money enough might buy
and sell the erown of England.®? But Crouch's old
enemy, Prior Holloway, was a spenl force afier the
surrender ol Bath Priory to the Crown in January
153958 while Hertlord remained [riendly,. In 1541
Hertlord purchased a house and land on behall of
Crouch at Baggridge in Wellow.®? By the following
yvear Crouch was Hertford's rent collector in
Somerset. W

Then the blow fell. In Seplember 1543 Henry VIII
granted Englishcombe, Laverton, Widcombe (near
Harptree] and West Harptree o John lord Russell,
Keeper of the Privy Seal.®! Crouch was soon
engaged in a lierce dispule wilth Russell over a lease
ol Laverton. Crouch's 21l-year lease was due o
expire in July 1546 and a new lease Lo follow on
from il had been granied to John Richbell, one of
the king's f[ootmen.” Crouch bought it from
Richbell, evidently withoutl official sanction. He was
committed to the Fleet Prison in April 1544 and

remained there until he was prepared in June the
lollowing year to admil humbly that he had no title
to the property.®3

On the accession ol the young Edward VI in 1547,
his unecle, the Earl of Herllord, was crealed Duke of
Somersel and governed in his name. Probably it
was nol dillicull lor Crouch, still in the new duke's
service, lo become MP [or Leominster. Even afler
the execulion of Somersel in 1552, Crouch was MP
for Bath [1554) and Meleombe Regis (1555), bul he
was oul of sympathy with Gueen Mary's
government. Early in 1556 he was again commitled
lo the Fleel and then ordered 'lo sland in Lhe
pillory with a paper on his head for slandering the
Chueen's Council’. He had implied that money could
buy the loyalty of Privy Councillors. It was a
characteristic note on which to end his public
career. His later life was one long history ol lawsuits
over property, but he seemed to thrive on il He died
at a ripe age on 2 April 1586 at his house at
Baggridge. 24
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